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1932 was a pivotal year in US History. The Great Depression was in it’s third year. It was an election year.
Governor Roosevelt of NY built a new cottage for himself in Warm Springs, Georgia.

In December, 1931, FDR sent a check for $1500 to
begin construction work on his new cottage.

His first cottage (below) that he had built in 1927,
was quaint and comfortable, but small. He built it
before he reentered politics and as governor of New
York, he needed more room, for guests, family and
official business. This cottage was known as the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Cottage.

At the same time, in 1931, while the United States was
in the midst of the Great Depression, Franklin D.
Roosevelt was considering a run for the office of
President. During the previous seven years, he had
witnessed the effects of a crippling economy in the
south. He saw the lack of education, lack of electricity,
banks folding and family farms being foreclosed on.

It was during these early years in Warm Springs,

Georgia that FDR developed many ideas to combat the

problems faced by millions of Americans.

»* e

STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY

...........
December 19, 1931,

.
Dear Carpie
Here is the check for the beginning of
the work on the house for $1,500, and I hope it

will last a long time!

Alwaye sincerely,

/;{;/,/.4 N B

Arthur Carpenter, Esq.,
Warm Springs,
Georgia.

RT (EZnclosure)
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Citizen Roosevelt was powerless. Governor Roosevelt
was able to implement some of his ideas into programs
aimed at relief, recovery and reform in his home state.
He knew that the presidency was where the power was,
if he were to be able to achieve such a goal.

Although his therapy had all but ceased as official duties
grew, he still visited Warm Springs as often as possible.
He just needed a bigger residence.



In a letter from the Warm Springs Construction Company, a basic description of the cottage and Servants
Quarters is seen. Fire protection was the main concern being addressed with asbestos shingles, a terra cotta flue

and the location of the fire hydrant and water lines.

December 22, 1931

Haas & Howell,
Haas & Howell Bldg.,
Atlanta, Georgia.

Attention: lir, Meriwether
Gentlemen: Re: Residence for lir, F, D, Roosevelt

Your letter of December 19th, to Mr, Carpenter, for
information for the purpose of issuing Fire Insurance Policy
on residence that is to be constructed for Mr, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, has been handed to the writer for reply.

The type of house is to beuframe. construotion on
briex wall founaation, with asbegtos shingle roof.

The chimney for furnace and fire place is to be
built from ground.

Flues for kitchen and servant guarters over garage
is to be the suspended type on ceiling. All flues are to be
lined with terra cotta flue lining.

Enclosed herewith is print that shows location of
house ana garage for Governor Roosevelt. Also this print shows
the new road, four inch water main and fire hydrant that is to
be built,

The new main will connect to the lleriwether Reserve's
present eight inch main and be carried along new road and down
near the garage where a standard fire hydrant will be located.
The distance from house to fire hydrant will be approximately
150 feet. It is estimated that the pressure at fire hydrant
will be fifty pounds, It is also estimated that this four inch
mgin ana hydrant will be completed not later than February lst
1932,

We can furnish you the increased valuation as the
house progresses in construction once per month, Construction
on house ana garage started approximately December 10th, 1931.
Foundation walls are about 50% complete.

I believe that the information above stated is what
you desired.

Yodrs very truly,

WARK SPRINGS' CONSTRUCTION COMPANY,

By
Jo W, Ewing
ce to lr, Carpenter
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GEORGIA WARM SPRINGS FOUNDATION, Inc.
WARM SPRINGS, GEORGIA
Sherrills in New F. D. Re
sl?lur:(:'r:“m.
parp:  Jamery 15, 1932.

TO:  Mp. Ewing
FROX: pn, Carpenter
Sherrills will live in Govermor Rocsevelt's new

Thove 1s o possibility what 0 CET ease they will install their omn electric

ttage absence 3
°rans-° m‘xﬁitt;m,.-o a; not order a stove for the kt:::u :n:u tmg:::: i
settled. It will, however, be necessary, of course, %o ex tove

gervants' quarters.

y New Poosevelt Cottage Folder.
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Early in 1932, it was decided that the Sherrill’s would live
in Roosevelt’s new cottage while he was on the campaign
trail and that they would furnish their own electric stove,
Meanwhile, Roosevelt sent a telegram expressing his
delight that Dr. Hoke would rent his new cottage while he
was away, as described in the telegram below. So it is not
exactly clear who occupied the house first.
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L o W. P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT
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Send the following mesiage, subject to the lerms om back hereaf, which are hereby agreed fo

Received at
No 1 Q W~ 26 NL
Alveny NY %/15/32
Arthur Carpenter
Warm Springs,Ga,
Delighted to have the Hokes rent my cottage what time I am not there Stop Expect
only three weeks this Spring and three weeks next Autumn

Franklin D Roosevelt 7 34 AM

In February, 1932, questions arose whether or not FDR
would like a fence and gate for the loop road for
protection.



Housewarming Time

FDR arrived in Warm Springs in April, 1932
and the new cottage was completed. FDR
and was well on his way to beginning
his campaign for president. He had
even announced his intentions
before patients and locals in front
of the Meriwether Inn. Shortly
thereafter, he decided to throw a
housewarming party to celebrate
his new home.

Instructions (below) were given
to the Foundation telephone
operators to call locals in
Meriwether, Harris and
adjoining counties to join him
and Mrs. Roosevelt on May

5th for a “small informal

house warming.” A Special
Bulletin was posted in the local
papers inviting those who did not have a
telephone in Warm Springs.

the
This is the telephone operator at/Warm Springe Foundation,

Statemens for:
and I am calling for Governor and Mrs, Rocsevelt,

They are having a small informal housc warming Thursday
afternoon from 4:30 to 6:00, that is, this week, Thursday

100 Paper p1q
May 5th, and they asked me to call you on the telephone and tes and Piyo Cakeg, ,,

85 1vg, Sugar "erreniaa, $ 6.00

invite you and your family to come and also to tell you to 0 oS sls oRlo ety IR 4
Crate D RO .25

please invite such friends from as you may n'"""""-n--. ......

Neme of town 3 Iarge Cart origthy sy s oot A T s 5.00
want to have accompany you. s X Tted Cracka,-l......... 4,82

s iloel i ¢
If you get a chance to call me back by Wednesday and let ot 0 -u--................ 1,00

v rge for ST

Eelp,........

me know who is coming, I will pass the word 2long to the Governor *eeseeeessna, 10 00
=2 00

Totan
and Mrs, Roosevelt, $31.07

The statement (right) for the party that FDR received on
May 6th was for $31.09. This included sugar, lemons,
crackers and ice, as well as, paper plates. The special
even made a headline in the Atlanta newspapers.
Roosevelt hired Daisy Bonner (lower right) to cook for
him while in Warm Springs and she became fondly
known as “Queen of the Larder” by FDR.

FDR's Party for Whole Towr
Of Warm Springs Cost $31




Franklin D Roosevelt’s New Cottage
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Governor Roosevelt approved the final costs of just over $7000 sl i 1§§§
for the cottage on May 7, 1932. He now owned two personal é’:,l:;:iﬁng: :::o:l*“;'_x""’ 8.6 At
cottages and while he was away, he wanted to rent them out. The B G e, e s s L o i35
Accounting Dept. at the Foundation tried to figure out how to ::?%E;?:»gg%ggggfgﬂ;:;eff:;ggl1':;:’ i $§§§
keep the income from the rents separated and Arthur Carpenter £'2ﬁf:gfgésfzsgggf:ﬁﬁg::::ﬁ::zféf:.g;:rll;fa H
established the rules for doing so. Keep in mind that FDR was “’5555;5:55':352::,:':' Romorso for pinerrill 8850
running for President of the United States and everyone in Warm Bauioaan: il i 12.50
Springs, Georgia knew that Roosevelt was going to win. m:::"‘:’“ ”-"T-f:;e;m 155533
B e LT e
With that in mind, read the instructions given to Fred Botts below I‘:ihir‘i“?: le3'*%F - Lisa0:%8
explaining how to separate the two Franklin D. Roosevelt L i fron ke, noo.,..n-.l_igs"g‘? ~7.900,00
cottages from one another. In doing so, Carpenter officially gave (77 TR
the new cottage it’s name: The Little White House, and it stuck. 47%“"" g W
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‘ Memorandum
GEORGIA WARM SPRINGS FOUNDATION, Ine.

WARM SPRINGS, GEORGIA

TO:

Dre Michael Hoke (CONFIDENTIAL) SUBIECT: poosevelt Cottage

FROM: DATE:

Mr. Artlur Carpenter May 20, 1932

Ilnnnantwwmltomﬁomtthtommmouvenw-ohmmu
income for his cottage other than insurance, taxes, upkeep (i. 6., minor repairs), etc,

We will, therefore, credit to an account for the Fram<lin Roosevelt Cottage your monthly
payments of $125.00. We will charge the account with the $60.00 per month for the Smith
Cottage,occupied by the Sherrills whom you displaced at the Roosevelt Cottage, and the
balance will be credited to the account and will eventually make it possible for us to

reduce the monthly payments to some
- Aoy probably thing like $80.,00 per month instead of the

NOTE TO MR. BOTTS FROM MR. CARPENTER:

The Little White House

Instruct the Accounting Department to set up an entirely separate account for the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Cottage. If won wmnt to keep it distinguished from the old
Franklin D. Roosevelt Cottage, call it, "The Little White House."

Footnote
A Presidential Image

Atlanta photographer Thurston
Hatcher was hired by Clark Howell
to photograph FDR as he needed
some official portraits to begins his
campaign for president. These are
the first images of Franklin D.
Roosevelt inside his new “Little
White House” just as he begins what
will be a rendezvous with destiny.
These are on display in our museum.
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